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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In seven thoughtful essays the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Battle Cry
of Freedom examines Lincoln's role in the transformation wrought by the Civil War--the liberation of
four million slaves, the overthrow of the social and political order of the South. McPherson calls the
16th president a conservative revolutionary whose goal was to conserve the Union as the
revolutionary heritage of the founding fathers. He addresses at length a subject oddly overlooked by
historians and Civl War scholars: Lincoln as strategist and war leader. McPherson flatly states that
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he was responsible for the unconditional Union victory. Lincoln's superb leadership as president,
commander-in-chief and head of the Republican party, the author concludes, determined the pace of
the "second American revolution" and ensured its success. These scholarly essays convey the
enduring significance of Lincoln's words and ideas as he grappled with issues which, as McPherson
points out, will never become obsolete: the meaning of freedom, the limits of government power and
individual liberty in time of crisis and the problems of wartime leadership.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From School Library Journal YA-- McPherson has once again written a gem of a book. Seven
essays offer many provocative and original observations about our 16th president and his political
philosophies. Lincoln's demand for unconditional surrender, the effective use of metaphors in his
writings and speeches, and his steadfast dedication to "the proposition that all men are created
equal." are a few of the topics addressed. McPherson's style is flowing, his clarity is illuminating,
and his grasp of history is inspiring. Students and teachers will use this readable and well-
researched collection either as a whole or a chapter at a time. A worthy and desirable addition to
any high school library.
- Peggy H. Mooney, Fairfax County Public Lib . , VA
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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