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Description:

The history of the Balkan states, like that of so much of the world, has for centuries been marked by
ethnocidal fracases, savage wars of conquest, and periods of eerie calm. The mountainous region's
shifting alliances and divisions have long puzzled outside observers, writes journalist , the author of :
"For many decades, Westerners gazed on these lands as if [they were] an ill-charted zone separating
Europe's well-ordered civilization from the chaos of the Orient."

http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1654341563&d=20-10-06&dm=null


Those outsiders, Glenny suggests, have been the source of much of the Balkans' misery. In only the
last two centuries, the territory has been contested by the Ottoman and Hapsburg empires, the
Third Reich, and the Allies, all of whom exploited and exacerbated existing ethnic conflict. (The Nazi
occupiers of Croatia, he writes, even had to rein in the fascist Ustase militia for fear that their
campaign against Serbs and Muslims would only strengthen resistance to their puppet government.)
And, he continues, attempts to quell the recent conflict in Bosnia have created problems of their
own. He argues that war will break out anew the moment international troops are withdrawn and
that the Dayton Agreement is too "full of anomalies and frictions" to stand. The intervention in
Kosovo has been no better, he adds, and the Allies' misguided efforts are sure to yield only further
bloodshed if the only objective is to remove Slobodan Milosevic from power. "Should the West fail to
address the effects, not merely of a three-month air war in 1999, but of 120 years of miscalculation
and indifference since the Congress of Berlin, then there will be little to distinguish NATO's actions
from any of its great-power predecessors," Glenny concludes.

Glenny's provocative book sheds much light on recent Balkan history--and on the region's likely
future. --Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly Combining a thoughtful approach with an elegant style, Glenny (The Fall
of Yugoslavia) has built a reputation as one of the leading journalists covering the Balkans. This
latest book grew out of the author's realization that he needed to better understand Balkan history
in order to make sound judgments on current events and to escape what he claims is a pervasive
mythologizing of the region by Westerners. He argues that we need to bury the idea that the Balkan
peoples are locked into a politics characterized by blood and revenge. Rather than look to the
"ancient hatreds" so often cited by many Western journalists, Glenny frames his survey within the
context of the Great Powers' mischievous and often destructive role in shaping Balkan affairs during
the past two centuries. Both the time frame and the subject make for a gripping and accessible
narrative, suitable for the interested general reader or student, but at the significant cost of ignoring
other crucial background to the present crises. Economic history, geography, demographics--all
important factors in Balkan developments--receive little attention. Premodern history, so crucial to
an understanding of the modern era, is shortchanged. But, after all, the Balkans are a thankless
subject for the observer--chaotic, complex, contradictory, even undefinable. Despite its
shortcomings, Glenny's study offers a timely comment on Western intervention in Balkan affairs. In
the wake of NATO's bombing in Serbia, he reminds us of the often disastrous effects of international
intervention, and he warns that once intervention has taken place, the intervening forces must finish
the job by securing peace and stability on the ground. Maps. History Book Club selection; 4-city
author tour. (May)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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